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Learning and Teaching a Foreign Language

1. Skills in language learning:
Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing

2. Differences between learning first language and second language:

1** Language 2" Language

* Acquired language without % Very aware you are learning a being
aware of it language

% Saturated with 1* language *  Often don’t use language
daily outside of class

* Learn vocabulary and *  Relearn vocabulary and
sentence structure without sentence structure, with
interference interference of first language

*  Willing to take risk to learn *  Reluctant to take risks to speak

the language

* Begin with small *  Need for broad vocabulary sooner
vocabulary and expand as needed

* Several years of %  Speaking, reading and writing
speaking and listening before introduced together
reading and writing

3. Learning to speak a language is different than learning to read it
* Students may read English but not be able to speak it.

* Students must produce and derive meaning from sound, not written symbols.

* Spoken language has elements not present in written language: rhythm, stress, and
intonation.
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4. Practice speaking the language is essential

A student must hear and use a word or phrase 40-60 times before it becomes part of his
vocabulary.

Class time should focus on the student speaking.

Encourage students to speak, listen to, read, and write English each day.

5. Teaching suggestions for working with EFL students
* Create a low-anxiety environment.
* Use material relevant to the student.
* Build on what the student already knows.
* Enunciate clearly.
* Use visuals.
* Use lots of gestures, facial expressions, and non-verbal communication.
* Demonstrate rather than explain.
Greatest teacher error is talking too much.
You do not teach a spoken language by explaining it.

* Structure classes so students do most of the speaking.

* If you speak the student’s language, don’t translate.
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Planning the EFL Lesson

Guide for Quickly Placing Students
You may not know before you arrive at your teaching site what the fluency level of your students
is. Try this to help you place students: listen to your students speak.
* Beginner—beginning students do not speak in sentences.
* Intermediate—intermediate speakers use halting sentences that have many errors
* Advanced—advanced speakers can use sentences, but they need pronunciation and
vocabulary help.

Lessons may be planned either by
* Topic — food, leisure, housing
* Language function — requesting information, apologizing, agreeing and disagreeing

Resources for Lessons
e ESL resource and textbooks
* Newspaper/magazine articles

Steps in preparing an EFL lesson plan (A blank lesson plan form is on pp. 49-50.)
* Pray.
* Review idea books.
* Select material and activities.
* Complete the remainder of the lesson plan form in detail:
- Greeting, Scripture, and Prayer
- Introduce new vocabulary
- Sentences using new vocabulary
- Additional Pronunciation Practice
- Communication Practice Activities
- Review new words, homework assignment, and prayer

Things to keep in mind or preparing advanced level lessons
* Under Introduce vocabulary, students should define words
* Under Sentences using new vocabulary students create sentences and questions/answers
* Under Additional Pronunciation Practice, activities may be longer, have more complex
rhythms, phrasing, and reduced/relaxed speech
* Under Communication Practice, activities may be more complex and include discussion,
debate, and problem solving
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Culturally Appropriate Topics

Per Friendship English (used by permission from Dr. Nancy Cheek, Master’s TEFL Program at

Columbia International University)

WHO WE ARE
Family/Relationships/Roles
Body

Attributes/Emotions/Personality Traits

Occupations
Life Passages

WHERE WE LIVE
Housing

Directions
City/Country
Nations

Geography

WHAT WE DO
Study

Work

Daily Activities
Shop

Hobbies
Physical Fitness
Sports

Music

WHAT WE HAVE

Clothing

Money

Furnishings

Values

Animals

Symbols (national flag, national
bird/flower, etc.)

System of Government

Maps

HOW WE MOVE
Body Movements
Local Transportation
Domestic Travel
International Travel
Automobiles

WHAT WE EAT
Mealtime

Foods
Portions/Utensils
Eating Out
Preparing Food

WHEN WE DO THINGS
Numbers/Time
Days/Months
Seasons/Holidays

Weather

Habits of Frequency

HOW WE COMMUNICATE
Telephone

Post Office

Mass Media (Radio/TV)
Computers

Non-Verbal Communication
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BEGINNER

Personal information
Family

Numbers

Time

Money

Calendar
Transportation
Everyday Activities

INTERMEDIATE

Heroes

Famous people
Personality types
Travel

Life Passages
Cultural Comparisons
Dating/Marriage
Hobbies

Sports

Nonverbal Communication
Religion

ADVANCED

Current events/issues
Art

Education

Habits of Frequency
Values

Changing families
Government

Famous Quotations

Topics by Level

Occupations

Physical Descriptions
Emotions

Weather / Seasons
Telephone

Directions

Body Parts
Aliments/Remedies

Safety / Self-defense
Natural disasters
Ecology

Crime

Animals
Friendship

Love

Parenting
Superstitions
Music

Eating Out

Success
History
Predictions
Hopes/dreams
Folklore
Entertainment
Resume
Humor
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Functions of English

*Denotes priority

Requesting and giving information
*Requesting facts, directions and information
Relating facts, directions, and information
Identifying

Describing

Defining

Clarifying

Commenting

Evaluating

Comparing and contrasting

that someone do/not do something

Giving instruction

Asking for/giving confirmation

Socializing

*QGreeting

*Offering food and drink

* Accepting/declining food and drink
*Thanking

*Expressing understanding/lack of understanding
Introducing self and others
Parting

Making plans to meet again
Making small talk

Inviting

Accepting/declining invitations
Joking

Making social plans
Complimenting

Praising

Congratulating

Apologizing

Sympathizing

Refusing

Accusing/denying

Politely interrupting

Allowing yourself time to think
Giving an alibi

Expressing feeling and ideas

Sharing values and ideas

Giving/asking for an opinion

Giving/asking for reasons for an opinion

Defending one’s opinion

Agreeing with/supporting another’s
opinion

Stating whether something is right or
wrong

Expressing certainty/uncertainty, Requesting
probability and possibility

Making conjectures

Expressing interest or lack of interest

Stating preferences

Expressing personal insights

Expressing doubt

Expressing intentions

Expressing joy and sorrow

Agreeing and disagreeing
Persuading

Negotiating

Compromising

Debating

Contradicting another’s opinion

Influencing others’ actions
*Warning

* Asking for help
Encouraging
Discouraging
Giving Orders
Advising
Suggesting
Insisting

Giving in
Promising
Refusing

Accusing and denying
Blaming

Making excuses
Giving an alibi
Evading/hesitating
Changing the subject
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Functions by Level

Novice

Giving and responding to simple instructions (pick up, sit, stand)

Giving and understanding simple warnings (Be careful!)

Requesting and relating simple facts, directions, information related to daily life and
environment (identifying self and others; stating basic health problems; using numbers, time
expressions, weather and calendar words)

Identifying and labeling surroundings

Using memorized material or ritual expressions to greet others, introduce self and others, part
company, apologize

Agreeing/disagreeing in simple terms

Expressing simple likes and dislikes

Expressing thanks

Politely interrupting, asking for help

Requesting clarification or confirmation (Please repeat. Speak slowly. Isthat  ?)

High Beginners

Describing physical health problems and inquiring about health of others
Expressing basic emotions and inquiring about feeling of others
Expressing pleasure or regret about health or emotions of others
Describing clothing and weather

Arranging for travel plans

Stating past events and plans for future

Issuing, accepting, and declining invitations

Making small talk

Giving and receiving compliments

Expressing personal opinions

Apologizing for specific mistakes

Clarifying misunderstanding

Playing simple games and sports

Giving and requesting permission to do something
Complaining mildly
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Intermediate

Asking for and giving simple definitions

Evaluating

Commenting on and discussing current events
Understanding jokes

Asking for, granting, and declining favors

Agreeing with and supporting or contradicting another’s opinion
Defending own opinion

Sympathizing

Asking forgiveness

Expressing certainty/uncertainty; probability and possibility
Sharing personal insights, intentions, hopes, dreams
Approving/disapproving of something

Giving personal advice/suggestions

Summarizing

Evading, hesitating, avoiding commitments

Advanced

Handling emergencies
Telling jokes, teasing
Making conjectures
Persuading
Negotiating

Praising, encouraging
Debating
Paraphrasing

Insisting
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Presenting the EFL Lesson

Introducing New Vocabulary

This section of the lesson introduces English words and sentences in a structured, controlled
manner to help students grasp meaning and pronunciation.

1. To convey meaning use
* Real objects
* Pictures
* Mime
* Gestures
* Demonstrations

2. How many new vocabulary words or phrases can you teach in one session?
8-12 depending on the level of the class

3. Basic teaching drills for introducing new vocabulary
Hand gestures are used to communicate what the teacher is going to do and how the student is
to respond.
* Shhh
* Listen
* Teacher points to self
* Teacher points to students
* “Ready” verbal cue
* Students speak or respond

Introducing individual vocabulary words

* Total Physical Response (TPR)
T. models vocabulary
S. watches

T. gives a command and models action
S. watches

T. gives command and models action
T. and S. do action together, but S. doesn’t speak

T. gives command
S. does action, but doesn’t speak
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* Repetition
T. models word 5 or 6 times
S. listens

T. models, points to self saying word, points to S. saying word
S. listens

T. says “ready”
S. listens

T. says word
S. repeats word

* Dictation
S. number and copy the vocabulary words

T. says a number
S. says the word

T. says a word
S. says the number

Using new vocabulary in sentences
* Repetition
T. models sentence 5 or 6 times
S. listens

T. models, points to self saying word, points to S. saying word
S. listens

T. says “ready”
S. listens

T. says sentence
S. repeats sentence
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* Substitution
T. points to self says word
T. points to S. says sentence
S. listens

T. says “ready”
S. listens

T. says word

S. says sentence

* Question/Answer
T. models and teaches question with a repetition drill

T. points to self-asks question
T. points to students —gives answer
S. listens

T. says “ready”
S. listens

T. asks question
S. answers

Reverse roles

T. points to S — asks question
T. points to self — answers
S. listens

T. says “ready”
S. listens

S. asks question
T. answers
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* Chain drill
T. tells one student to ask another student the question

S. asks question

T. tells the next student to answer

S. answers

T. tells the one who answered to ask another student the question.

S. asks.
S. answers, etc

4. Things to keep in mind when conducting basic drills
* Model several items before student speaks.
* Students repeat 5-6 times.
* Move from whole group, to smaller groups, to individuals.
* Be consistent in rthythm, stress, and intonation.
* Speak naturally.
* Conduct briskly and vary word order.
* Encourage verbally.
* Review.

5. Tips for error correction

* Don’t correct every error!
* Avoid negative terms.
no, you made a mistake, wrong
* Simply repeat the statement correctly

* Never interrupt or correct a student when he is expressing a thought
* Allow time for students to correct themselves

* Review errors common to class

* Don’t correct errors in a social setting

6. Advanced Students

Need to work on
* Vocabulary expansion
* Specialized job vocabulary
* Idioms and slang expressions
* Pronunciation
* Writing skills
* TOEFL exam preparation
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Materials for planning advanced level lessons
* Newspapers
* [diom texts
* Conversation/discussion texts
* Specialized texts

Introducing vocabulary to advanced level students

* Choose the vocabulary words the class will focus on

* Read each word and have the students repeat the word

* Beginning with the first word, as a student to define the word

* Provide definitions when the students in the class can't

* Ask for synonyms and antonym

* Ask one student to ask a question using a designated vocabulary word (student-generated
question) and designate another student to answer

* Tell another student to ask a question and another student to answer using one of the
vocabulary words

The significant change made when teaching vocabulary to advanced students is asking

students to define the words themselves and make up their own statements and questions
using the new vocabulary.
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Teaching Pronunciation

In this part of the lesson you are working on pronunciation areas that are difficult for your
students. These may have noting to do with the new vocabulary and sentences you taught earlier.
1. Elements in teaching pronunciation

* How to produce individual sounds

* How to hear the differences between sounds

* Stress

* Intonation

* Rhythm

* Phrasing

* Reduced/ Relaxed Speech

2. Factors in production of a speech sound
* Lip or jaw position
* Tongue position
* Flow of air
* Vocal cords

3. Ways to practice hearing the difference between sounds
Use minimal pairs in which the only difference between two words is a single sound.

Beginning sound pet — bet
Medial sound staple — stable
Ending sound tap — tab

Minimal Pair Exercise Procedure:
* Teacher writes sample on board and models.
* Teacher presents example; students respond
* Students present example; students respond

Minimal Pair Exercise 1: Same or Different

Same or Different
++ + X
bet - bet bet - pet

Minimal Pair Exercise 2: Which is Different?
Which is different? 1, 2, or 3?

bet bet pet
1 2 3
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Minimal Pair Exercise 3: How Does it Begin/End
How does it begin/end?

/b/ or /p/
pat bat
tab tap

Minimal Pair Exercise 4: Which Did I Say?
Which did I say?
led or red

4. Stress
The stressed syllable in a word or the stressed word in a sentence is

* louder

* longer

* higher pitched

Where stress is placed affects meaning and comprehension.
conDUCT CONduct
SUSpect susPECT

He ate the WHOLE pie by himself.

In individual words only 1 syllable is stressed. In sentences content words are stressed;

structure, linking words are not
5. Ways to show stress in individual words
Identify the number of syllables.
trans-por-ta-tion (4 syllables)

Identify stressed syllable.
trans-por-TA-tion (third syllable)

Use a rubber band:
* put thumbs in rubber band

* stretch on the stressed syllable

Thir-ty Thir-teen

Teaching English as a Foreign Language
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Backward build-up: begin with the last syllable of the word and add syllables in reverse
order.

-tion

-TAtion
-porTAtion
transportation

6. Ways to show stress in sentences
Underline content words
* Nouns
* Verbs (not forms of “to be” or helping verbs)
* Adjectives
* Adverbs
* Question words

My grandmother saw a crocodile.

Circle the word/s that gets the most emphasis (the focal word).
He ate the whole pie by himself.
Use a rubber band.

* put thumbs in rubber band
e stretch on the stressed word
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7. Intonation

The rise and fall of pitch is intonation. It tells the listener when a statement is made or a
question is asked.

Intonation conveys meaning, including
ecertainty or uncertainty
ecooperativeness or lack of it
efeelings of the speaker

English sentences move in a descending pattern from higher pitch to lower pitch.

Two and
two are
four.
My
name Mary
is Smith.

8. Ways to teach intonation tone shifts
Show where the tone shifts.

Draw a line to show direction of pitch movement.
What time is supper?

Move your hand up and down with pitch shifts
My name’s Bill Smith.

Hum the sentence (or sing 00)
I don’t know.

Teaching English as a Foreign Language
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9. Rhythm
North American English has accents/beats that occur at regular intervals.

Yesterday was Wednesday, tomorrow’s Friday.

Yesterday was Wednesday, on Thursday I’ll go home.

Use Jazz Chants (see resource section for materials).
Group A: Hello, how are you?

Group B:  Fine, thank you. And you?
Group A:  I’m fine.

Group B: I’'m glad.

Group A:  Got to go.

Group B:  See you.

Group A: Bye.

Group B:  Bye

10. Phrasing
North American English blends words together in “thought groups.” The thought group is
said in one breath. We link words together in the thought group.

“The Lord is my shepherd,

I shall not want;

he makes me lie down in green pastures.
Psalm 23: 1-2

11. Reduced/ Relaxed Speech
When English speech is reduced or relaxed, you will notice contractions and the speaker will
slide words together.
He is here becomes Hez here.

What are you doing? becomes Whaddaya doin’? or Whatcha doin’?
Advanced students:

Pronunciation activities for advanced students may be longer, have more complex rhythms,
include more phrasing, and reduced/relaxed speech.
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Communication Practice

The majority of class time should be spent on activities that help students generate English. Here
are some ideas to help.

1. Communication practice activities

Structured activities to help the student have a reason to intentionally generate English
language sentences.

Students work
* in pairs
* groups of 3 or 4

Teacher
e combines more fluent students with the less fluent students
* demonstrates activity

* circulates verifying groups understand the task and are using English
* doesn’t correct errors during the activities

Complete accuracy is not the main objective. Generating meaning in English is.

2. Some types of communication practice activities
* Role Play
* Games
* Interviews
- Factual — name and address, etc.
- Experiential — Have you ever..?
- Opinions/preferences —Do you like? Would you prefer A or B? Why?
* Information Gap
- Pairs have handouts that have similar information on them.
- Each handout is missing a portion of the information.
- Students must ask their partner questions to get the missing information.
* Describe/discuss pictures
- Basic picture questions:
“ What do you see?” (Each person name 1 item)
“What happened?” (Each person name 1 thing)
“What will happen next?”” (Each person name 1 possibility)
- Higher-level picture activities:
Compare (find the similarities) two pictures
Contrast (find the differences) two pictures
* Storytelling
- Students listen to stories told by the teacher and retelling them
- Create stories as a group
- Students tell their life experiences
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* Combine pictures and storytelling (Lipson method)
- Write story in simple, subject-verb-object sentences (The man threw the rock.)
- Make simple line drawings with stick figures to illustrate main ideas of story
- Use pictures to help the student learn, remember, and retell the story

* Discussion

* Debate

* Problem Solving

Advanced Students:

Communication Practice activities for advanced students may be more complex and include
discussion, debate, and problem solving.
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Teaching Activity Sampler

The following list of communication practice activities offers a variety of ideas for beginner to
advanced students. Ideas always must be adapted to suit students' speaking abilities and needs.
These are just ideas—springboards to creativity. Some are listed as advanced activities; but with
adaptation, they could possibly be used with lower levels.

1.

Pantomime (Beginner/pairs, small group, whole class)

Materials: pencils and paper

Ask a student to draw a picture and pantomime the action, such as sweeping or crying. The
class should guess the action. Pantomime is good practice for vocabulary.

Describe a picture (Beginner/pairs, small groups)

Materials: pictures

Show a picture that has a story or lots of activity. Let each student describe the picture. A
more challenging activity is to show the picture, then remove it from view and ask students
to describe what they remember about it.

Where do I put it? (Beginner/small groups, whole class)

Give each student a grid divided into 6, 9, or 12 sections with instructions to place (or draw)
a small picture, letter, or number in one of the sections (for example, top right section),
reviewing new words and learning directions.

Spin the bottle (Beginner/small groups)

Materials: bottle (pen or pencil can be substituted)

Instruct the class to sit in a circle. Spin a bottle (pen, pencil). When the bottle stops, ask a
question of the student the bottle points to. If the student answers the question, he or she can
spin the bottle and ask another question. A similar game could be played by putting all
student names in a bag or basket and having one student draw a name and ask that person a
question.

Add-on (Beginner/small groups)

T: I'm going to the store to buy a dress.

S1: I'm going to the store to buy a dress and a coat.

S2: I'm going to the store to buy a dress, a coat, and a blouse.
Give each student a chance to add on. Then start again by saying, “I'm going to the store to
buy a blue dress."

Take a walk (Beginner/small groups, whole class)
Go for a walk and let students describe the surroundings.
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7. The box game (Beginner/Small groups)

a. Prepare two or three small square boxes. Tape a new vocabulary word or picture on each
side of one box. Make another box or two with known vocabulary on the sides.

b. Have student throw the boxes, like dice, and use a word from each to form a sentence.
Each correct sentence earns 10 points.

c. The same activity can be done with words on index cards. Make two piles. The student
draws one word from each pile.

d. While the list is limitless, here are a few ideas:
1) occupations
2) community locations
3) pronouns (possessive/personal)
4) prepositions of place
5) question words (can work in pairs for scoring)
6) clothing
7) food
8) verbs
9) colors

Sample sentences:
1) Personal pronouns or occupations/locations
is at the .

2) Questions/occupations, personal pronouns, proper names
is ?

3) Pronouns or names/verbs
is .
likes to .

4) Food, clothes, personal pronouns/prepositions of place
is the table.

5) Clothes/possessive pronouns
That is

6) Personal pronoun/color/clothes (3 boxes)
am wearing a

8. Draw your neighborhood (Beginner/low-intermediate/Small groups)

22

Ask each student to draw his or her neighborhood, here and/or in the native country, using
large sheets of paper and felt-tip pens. Draw your neighborhood first to demonstrate what
students should do. They should draw their homes, nearby shops and houses, and stick figures
to represent neighbors. After they sketch their neighborhoods, ask students to describe the
people and places. This same activity could be done with pictures of what they did over the
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9.

10.

11.

weekend, summer, or Christmas holidays. They could also draw pictures of their places of
work, houses, EFL class—the list is endless.

Using the telephone (Beginner/low-intermediate/ pairs)
a. Model and practice several common sentences associated with the intended phone call.
Students practice asking a partner to repeat a sentence or speak slower if necessary.
b. Sit back-to-back with the student and use play telephones or just pretend.
c. Take the role of the person answering the student's call. Inform the student what is meant
by, "Would you hold, please."
d. Suggested phone calls:
1) Take a message for your husband or wife.
2) Check on a bus schedule.
3) Excuse yourself for dialing a wrong number.
4) Plan to meet a friend for lunch.
5) Report a fire.
6) Call a doctor's office and make an appointment.
7) Order the newspaper stopped or started.
8) Order flowers.
9) Invite a friend to dinner.
10) Call a repairman.
11) Report an auto accident to the police.
12) Call your teacher and report that you will be absent from class.

Bravo (Beginner-intermediate/small groups, whole class)

Play this game like bingo. Give each student a card with pictures representing new words.
Each student will have a card with the same pictures but in different order.

Give a sentence using the new word (keep note of sentences used). Tell the student to cover
the picture.

When a student has all pictures covered in a series, bingo-style, he or she yells “Bravo!"

To win, the student must retell the sentences for each picture in the series. For beginner--use
simple nouns, verbs, prepositions of place, pronouns, and adjectives. For intermediate--use
abstract nouns and idioms.

How did you feel? (High-beginner to advanced/pairs, small groups)

Materials: Pictures depicting various emotions

Procedure:

Variation A. Show facial expressions on overhead cells or flash cards and ask students how
they felt about specific situations in the past.

Variation B. (1) Divide students into groups of 3 or 4. (2) Give each group 5 or 6 pictures of
people expressing emotions. (3) Have students in each group select a picture and describe to
the other group members a time when they experienced that emotion.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

24

Storytelling (Low-intermediate/advanced, small groups)

a. Tell--don't read--a short (20-25 sentences) folktale, fairy tale, or history story and write the
basic words of the story on the board.

b. Let the class modernize the story using the same basic words and moral.

c. Have individual students retell the story or the class retell it in chain form with each
student telling a portion.

Introduce yourself (High-beginner/Intermediate/advanced, pairs)
Have students introduce themselves by telling where they were and what they were doing in
a specific month or year.

Introduce your classmate (High-beginner/intermediate/Advanced, pairs)

Group students in pairs. Instruct them to get to know their partners: names, countries,
favorite foods, interesting things about their families, favorite sports, or hobbies. Then ask
each student to stand and introduce his or her partner.

We're in order (High-beginner/intermediate/advanced/ Small groups, whole class)

Have the class (or teams) line up alphabetically in order of last names, native countries,
months in which they were born, or chronologically in order of birthdays or years in the
United States. After they line up, instruct them to tell their names, countries, and birthdays.

Learning about the United States (High-beginner/intermediate/advanced, small groups,
whole class)

Show a map of the United States and perhaps review the names of each state.

Ask students to tell which states they have visited. Pick one state and ask a student what he
or she knows about that state. Ask each student about a different state. Have each student
choose a state to learn more about. For homework, instruct them to read and write reports
about those states and to present reports orally (discourage reading reports) in class.

Create a story (High-beginner/Intermediate/advanced, pairs, small groups)

Give students slips of paper in four different colors. Tell each student to write a noun on one
color paper, verb on another, adjective on another, and adverb on the last. (Tell them which
color is for which word.). Place all the slips in a bag or basket. Let each student draw a slip
of paper of each color and create a story using the words.

What's in the bag? (High-beginner/Intermediate, small groups, whole class)

Place an item in a bag. Let students ask one question at a time to guess it identity. Questions
may be answered only with yes or no. Or instead of using an item, a student could draw a
picture of an object and have others guess what it is.

Shuffled comics (Intermediate/advanced, pairs, small groups)

For each student, cut a comic strip from Sunday's newspaper Be sure the language in the
comic strip is geared to your students' level and doesn't contain excessive slang. Cut each
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

frame from the strip and glue to a 3"x5" card. Shuffle the cards, and instruct students to place
frames in the correct order. After the strip is in order, ask questions about each frame.
Advanced students can explain the moral of the strip, if there is one.

Who am I? (intermediate/advanced, pairs, small group)

Tell students to make a list of the different roles they play in life, such as son, daughter,
sister, brother, student, worker, father, mother. After they make their lists, ask them to name
their three most important roles and tell why these are most important.

Famous names (intermediate/whole class)

Pin the name of a famous person (preferably famous now) on the back of each student.
Instruct students to ask questions about each person's identity that can be answered with only
yes or no. The first to guess the correct name wins.

Memories (Intermediate/Advanced/ pairs, small groups)

Give each student a flower and have the student write a paragraph describing memories that
the flower brings back. Then have each share the memories orally. Other items could be used
instead of flowers.

Design a T-shirt (High-intermediate/advanced, pairs)

Group class members in pairs. Instruct them to spend four or five minutes talking to each
other. They should ask each other their favorite colors, animals, famous people, songs, foods,
proverbs, or quotations. When time is up, ask each person to design a T-shirt for the person
interviewed. Hand out a sheet of paper with an outline of a T-shirt on it; students can use felt-
tip pens to sketch their designs.

What are your values? (High-intermediate/advanced/ Pairs, small groups)

Make a list of 10-15 values arranged in alphabetical order and give a copy to each student.
Ask students to rank the values in order of importance to them. After they have ranked their
values, have them tell their top three values.

Conversation between famous pairs (High-intermediate/advanced, pairs, whole class)
Group students in pairs and rename each, giving them the names of famous pairs such as
current political figures, film stars, world leaders, local celebrities, classmates, and teachers.
Instruct them to create a dialogue that gradually reveals specific clues to the identities. Have
each pair present its dialogue to the class and let the class guess their identities. Perhaps this
should be done as an out-of-class assignment to allow more time for writing the dialogues.

Open ended questions (High-intermediate/advanced, small groups)

A provocative question is an open-ended question without a definite or predictable answer.
These may start with "Do you think ..?" "What if ..?" "If you were ..?" "Do you agree...?"
"How do you feel about..?”” "What is your opinion of . ..?" Place students in pairs or small
groups. Write the question on the board or distribute copies to students.

Teaching English as a Foreign Language 25



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

26

Understanding yourself (Advanced/pairs, small groups)

Write one or several of the following questions on the board. let students share their answers.
a. If you could spend one whole day with your best friend, who would it be and what would
you do?

b. Which of your senses (sight, sound, taste, smell, touch) would you hate most to lose and
why?

c. What have you done in the past three months that makes you feel proud?

d. When do you feel most peaceful?

e. If you had only two weeks to live, what would you do?

Agreeing/disagreeing (Advanced/ pairs, small groups)
Write a quotation on the board. Tell students to decide whether to agree or disagree, and let
each give his or her viewpoint.

Repeat the story (advanced, small groups, whole class)

Select one student from each group to leave the room. Give remaining students copies of a
one-page story and ask them to read it silently (Or read the story aloud to the class). When
they finish reading, they must return the copies to you. Then the students who went out come
in, and the class tells the story from memory to the student. They speak one at a time but in
no particular order. The student listens closely, asks any necessary questions, and may ask
for parts of the story to be repeated. Then the student must retell the whole story.

Only 20 words spoken here (Advanced/pairs, small groups)

Tell students you are an ESL teacher going to a remote area of the world to teach English.
You have only a short time to do this and have decided to teach only 20 words of English.
Ask the students to write down the 20 words they think you should teach. Remind them that,
if a person from that remote area came to the United States, these would be the only 20
words he or she could use to communicate. Allow students 5-10 minutes to make individual
lists. Then they can collectively, or in groups, decide on the final 20 words.

You be the judge (advanced/small groups)

These are situations in which students (or groups) must make crisis decisions. For example,
two human hearts are available for transplant, but four people need transplants or they will
die immediately. They are a 16-year-old girl, a 30-year-old priest, a 35-year-old widow with
six small children, and a 45-year-old doctor near a breakthrough in a lung cancer cure.
Students can make individual decisions, then come together and make a group decision.

House furnishings and prepositions of location (Beginner/Pairs)

Materials: Pictures of a room (two pictures alike for each pair of students)

Procedure: One student asks where questions such as "Where is the lamp? Where is the
pillow?" The other student answers, using appropriate prepositions of location such as on,
next to, under, between, efc.
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Which picture? (Beginner/small groups of three)

Materials: Five pictures for every three students in class + Five pictures on the wall
Procedure: (1) Use the pictures on the wall to demonstrate the process. You may use all
descriptions or all short (made up) stories-or a combination of the two. (2) After giving a
description or telling a short story, students guess which picture is being talked about. (3)
Divide the class into small groups of three. (4) Place pictures on the floor in the middle of
each small group. (5) Students take turns describing or telling a story about one of the
pictures. (6) Others in the group point to the picture that is being talked about.

Telephone (Beginner/whole class)

Materials: Several interesting pictures

Procedure: (1) Have students sit in a large circle. (2) Give one picture to the first student
without letting the other students see what is in the picture. (3) In one or two sentences, the
first student is to tell the person next to him what is in that picture. (4) That student is to pass
this information on to the next student, etc. (5) When the last student has been told what is in
the picture, he/she says aloud to the rest of the class what he thinks is in the picture. (6) The
first student then shows the picture to the class and they see how well they communicated
what they were told.

Picture puzzles (Beginner/whole class)

Materials: Mounted pictures that have been laminated and cut into four puzzle pieces
Procedure: (1) Give a puzzle piece to each student. (2) Ask that they walk around the room
to find the other pieces of their puzzle. (3) Students are not to show their puzzle piece to
other students-but share information about their piece and together decide if there is a match.

True/false? (Beginner/Pairs/Small Groups/Whole Class)

Materials: Assorted pictures

Procedure: (1) Select one picture and make statements about it. (2) Students indicate whether
the statements are true or false. Variation: Ask yes/no questions instead of true/false.

Picture-sentence match (Beginner-Intermediate/student mingling)

Materials: A picture for each student

Procedure: (1) Students write 2-3 sentences about the picture they hold. (2) Take up and
shuffle all the pictures and sets of sentences students have written. (3) Give half the students
a picture and the other half a set of sentences. (4) Ask all students to walk about to find their
match. Variation: Each student reads his/her sentences, while others guess which picture (on
wall or chalk rail) the sentences are about.

What are they saying? (Beginner-intermediate/pairs)

Materials: One picture for each pair-one that lends itself to dialog

Procedure: (1) Students create a dialog that is related to the action or event illustrated in the
picture. (2) Share the dialog with others (another pair, a small group, or whole class).
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Twenty questions (Beginner-intermediate/pairs)

Materials: Pairs of pictures of different animals (or two pictures from any same category)
Procedure: Students work in pairs without showing each other their pictures. Students take
turns guessing, through yes/no questions, what is in their partner's picture.

Where's the match? (Beginner-intermediate/whole class)

Materials: Pairs of pictures that are not identical but have some similarities

Procedure: (1) Give each student a picture. (2) Students walk about to locate another person
who has a picture that is similar to their own. (3) Students discuss what their pictures have in
common. Variation: Have students find three similarities and three differences. (Good with
Christmas cards!)

Heads and tails (Intermediate/pairs)

Materials: Magazine pictures of people cut in half so head and bodies are on separate cards
that are all the same size. Each student has at least five cards.

Procedure: (1) Give all "heads" to one partner and "bodies" to the other. (2) The student with
a "head" begins by describing a face. (3) As quickly as possible, the partner tries to find a
"body" to match. (4) Students must not see each other's cards. They can only ask questions.
(This can be easier if parts of clothing are left with the "heads.") (5) When the sets are
matched, pairs exchange pictures with another pair and the activity begins again. Variations:
(1) For greater difficulty, include one "head" and "body" in each set that does not match.
Students find these and draw the missing halves. (2) Pictures of houses or landscapes could
also be cut in two (e.g., a mansion with a pool in the foreground, a farm scene with a barn
and animals, a city skyline with a waterfront).

The Ad Game (Intermediate/small groups)
Materials: Pictures of magazine ads with texts removed, cards containing the ad text
Procedure: (1) Display several ads with the text removed. (2) Students speculate what the
product is and why the ad is designed as it is. (3) Give each group a set of pictures and
corresponding texts (on cards). (4) Students match the Pictures with the text. (5) Check the
work of each group? as they finish. and tell how many matches are correct. (6) Students
continue to work until they have matched all text and pictures correctly. (7) Systematically,
rotate pictures to the next group, continuing until all groups have matched all the pictures.
(Random rotation can result in confusion!) (8) Finally, lead class discussion in which
students explain what visual clues or vocabulary helped them to match the pictures and texts.
Variation: have students write their own advertisement for a generic product (i.e. laundry
detergent). Create the name, slogan, promises, etc. Variation: M aterials: Advertisements
from magazines, list of adjectives describing products Procedure: (1) Choose several ads
from magazines with only a short text. (2) Number the ads. (3) Black out an adjective or two
from each ad and make a list, making sure you keep track of which ad the words came from.
(4) Hang the ads around the room. (5) distribute the list of adjectives to the small groups and
let them decide which pictures they describe. (6) Compare answers with other groups or in
the whole class.
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Who/what am I? (Intermediate/small groups/whole class mingling)

Materials: Sets of pictures from a single category (animals, food, occupations, etc.); one
picture per student; clothes pins/string "hangers" or masking tape

Procedure: (1) Make a "hanger" by using masking tape or clothespins to attach a length of
string to the top corners of a picture. (2) Place a picture on the back of each student without
the student's seeing it. (3) Tell students to walk about asking yes/no questions to determine
what picture he/she is wearing. For example, with a food category, a student might ask:
"Does this grow on a tree? Does it taste sweet?" (4) Classmates answer only with yes/no. (5)
Students continue asking questions of different students until he/she guesses what the picture
is. Variation: Give each small group a set of pictures (one picture more than the number in
the group). Students within each group take turns leaving the room while the other group
members quietly choose one picture. When the student returns to the group, he/she must ask
yes/no questions to try to figure out which picture the group selected.

Pass the picture (Intermediate-advanced/small groups)

Materials: Lined writing paper attached to a picture of a person (one per student)
Procedure: (1) Give each student a picture with paper attached. Numbering each set helps to
avoid confusion. (2) Begin reading the questions, one at a time, from the list of questions that
you have prepared. (3) Each student writes an answer on the paper provided then passes the
picture and attached paper to the student on the right. (4) Allow students time to read
previous responses so that their new sentences relate to what has already been written. (5)
Continue asking questions until each person has his/her original picture back, along with its
accompanying sheet of answers to the questions. (6) Have students work in their small
groups to write a story containing each of the characters represented within their small group.
(7) Share story with whole class. Sample questions:

(a) What's this person's name?

(b) Where is he/she from?

(c) What does he/she do for a living?

(d) Is he/she single, married, or divorced?

(e) What are three adjectives that describe this person?

(f) What does he/she do in his/her spare time?

(g) What is something exciting that has happened to this person?

Questions should reflect the language level of your students and include structures and
vocabulary from previous lessons. Variation: Eliminate the questions and let students
develop their own stories by simply writing and passing to the right.
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Picture composition (Intermediate-advanced/ groups of five)

Materials: Lined writing paper attached to a picture of a person (one per student)
Procedure: This activity is a variation of #50 above. Instead of asking questions orally, the
questions are written on the board for students to read. (1) Divide class into groups of 5. (2)
Ask groups to sit in a circle or around a table. For this explanation, pictures of persons are
used; but activities or places may be used as well. (3) Write one question on the board for
everyone to answer (Who is this person?). Students look at their own picture and write the
appropriate answer on the attached paper. (4) When each student has written an answer,
he/she hands the picture and attached paper to the person on the right. (5) Write a second
question on the board (Where does this person live?). (6) Students answer this question and
pass the picture and attached paper to the right. (7) This process continues until each
member-of the group has contributed to the paragraph by answering at least one question
(and each person has his/her original picture back with its attached paper.) (8) Each member
of the group reads the paragraph attached to the picture he/she is holding. (9) The group
chooses one paragraph. (10) The person holding that paragraph goes to the front of the room
and reads that group's paragraph to the class.

Headlines (Intermediate/whole class)

Materials: Several pictures numbered and placed in the front of the room

Procedure: (1) Show students several good examples of headlines from the newspaper. (2)
Point out the pictures at the front of the room and ask that they write a headline for each
picture. (3) After they have done so, have students get into groups of 3-4 to share the
headlines they have written. How do they compare? Are they similar? Different?

Story swap (Intermediate-Advanced/pairs or small groups)

Materials: An identical picture or set of pictures for each student

Procedure: (1) Group students in pairs and ask each pair to create a story about their picture
or set of pictures. (2) Have each pair join another pair and share the story they have made up.
Encourage the listening pair to ask questions about the story they hear. (3) Have each person
join with one of the partners from the opposite pair in their foursome. (4) Ask each new pair
to join another new pair to make a new group of four. All four original stories will be
represented in each new group. (5) Have each person retell the story he/she heard from the
new partner, i.e., everyone tells someone else's story. The listeners ask questions and make
corrections, if needed.

Talking about the past (Intermediate-advanced/pairs or small groups)

Materials: Pictures of children doing things

Procedure: Ask students to identify what the children are doing in the pictures; then use
"used to" to talk about things they used to do as children.

Chain story (Intermediate-advanced/pairs or small groups of three)

Materials: Pictures having lots of action or emotion (one picture per pair or group)
Procedure: Distribute pictures. Have one student in each pair or group start a story about the
picture. The next person continues the story with another sentence. The third student
continues the story, etc., until there is a natural conclusion.
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50. Picture dominoes (Intermediate-advanced/small groups)
Materials: Small pictures mounted on cards (and laminated), like a domino (two separate
pictures mounted on one card); one set of 20 for each group
Procedure: (1) Divide cards among students in small groups. (2) One student lays down a
card and begins a story using the two pictures on his/her card. (3) Taking turns, each student
lays down a picture card and tries to continue the story. (4) One person in each group could

be designated a secretary to write down the story as it develops. (5) If a student cannot add to
the story, he/she keeps the card and play passes to the next student. (6) The first person to get

rid of all of his/her cards wins the game.

51. Stereotypes (Intermediate-advanced/small groups)

Materials: Numbered pictures of individuals

Procedure: (1) Select pictures of people who fit common stereotypes, such as a housewife, a
homeless person, a businessperson, or a model. (2) Hang pictures around the room. (3)
Prepare descriptions for each picture, making them as different as possible from the
stereotype the picture evokes. For example, the homeless person is really an eccentric
millionaire who gives millions to charity; or the businessperson is in prison, serving a
sentence for fraud. Have more pictures than descriptions to allow for different choices. (4)
Give each group a set of your descriptions written on strips of paper or cards that are
identified by a letter--a, b, c, etc. (5) Ask students to work together to match the numbered
pictures and the lettered descriptions. One in the group keeps record of the group's choices
and reports to the whole class. Students usually match the description with the picture that
fits the stereotype. (6) Lead into a discussion of stereotypes and how people often judge one
another by outward appearance. (Time and Newsweek are good sources for this activity.)

52. Jigsaw story (Intermediate-advanced/small groups)
Materials: Four pictures that convey a story (a cartoon or other kind of picture)
Procedure: (1) Divide the class into groups of four by numbering off A, B, C, D, A, B, C, D,
etc. (2) Give each group one picture. (3) Ask students to talk about the picture in their group.

(4) Take up all four pictures. (5) Make new groups of four by taking one person from each of

the groups to form a new foursome (resulting in one A, one B, one C, and one D in each new
group). (6) Ask the students in the new groups to reconstruct the story by sharing what each

person saw on his/her first group's picture. (7) Allow time for each person to share, then ask a

representative from each group to tell the story arising from that person's most recent group
of four. (It is quite possible to have more than one version of the story) (8) Conclude by
showing all four pictures to the class.

53. Disasters (Advanced/small groups)
Materials: Pictures of tornadoes, floods, hurricanes
Procedure: (1) Place disaster pictures on the chalk rail or on a table. (2) Ask students to

select one picture and pretend to have been present for that disaster when it happened. (3)

Ask that they tell what they did when disaster struck.
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What's the idea? (Advanced/small groups or whole class)

Materials: Several pictures depicting various themes or concepts

Procedure: (1) Show several pictures to the class. (2) Guide discussion as students determine
the main idea shared by all the pictures. (3) Divide the class into small groups, giving each
group a set of pictures around a central theme or concept. (4) Ask groups to decide on the
main concept shared by all of their pictures. (5) Conclude with a report from each group.

What's the difference? (Multi-level/pairs)

Materials: A pair of pictures with subtle differences

Procedure: Students compare their pictures to find the differences. Beginners can simply
draw an "X" on the different parts. More advanced students can use increasingly complex
sentences to explain the differences. Variation: (1) Use photos you make yourself, making
one slightly different from the other. (2) Use before/after pictures of people’s faces or room
makeovers. (3) Find coloring books with some degree of sophistication for adult learners.
White-out or draw within sections of a picture (e.g., stripes on a curtain) to create
differences.

Relationship connection (Multi-level/ pairs or small groups)

Materials: Assorted Pictures with potential for matching

Procedure: (1) Distribute pictures face down. (2) Students take turns flipping over two
pictures that show relationship and describing their relationship.
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Resources
Please note: Publishers of ESL resources update their curriculum and change prices
frequently. Check availability and prices from a variety of sources before choosing a
resource.

Basic texts

Low Beginning Level

Word by Word Basic Picture Dictionary

Steven J. Molinsky and Bill Bliss

Pearson

ISBN-13: 978-013207874

Picture dictionary for beginning level students; more than 2,500 words focused on using
language to meet survival needs; includes dialogue practice and questions to promote discussion
and communication skills. WordSongs music CD included.

Word by Word Basic Teacher's Guide with Multilevel Activities and Lesson Planner CD-ROM
ISBN-13: 978-0-13-159585-9

Foundations

Steven J. Molinsky and Bill Bliss

Pearson

Student Book ISBN -13: 978-0131731448

Teacher's Guide ISBN-13: 978-0132275545

For low beginning level students, this structured text focuses on essential vocabulary and
relevant life-skill topics. It features listening, speaking, reading and writing activities. The text
employs active learning with interaction and physical activity.

Literate Beginners

Oxford Picture Dictionary: A complete vocabulary development program

Jayme Adelson-Goldstein and Norma Shapiro

Oxford University Press

ISBN-13:978-0194369763

This picture dictionary includes 4,000 words and phrases, along with practice activities to help
the student increase reading, thinking and speaking skills. Additional material is available to help
the teacher extend the application of this item.

Basic Oxford Picture Dictionary Literacy Program, Second Edition

Garnet Templin-Imel

Oxford University Press

ISBN 978-0194345736

This is a comprehensive whole-language, competency-based program. The program emphasizes
literacy skills. Curriculum includes thinking, reading, and writing exercises.
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Multilevel Basic ESL Text Series

Side by Side, Third Edition

Steven J. Molinsky, Bill Bliss

Pearson Education

This series is a four-level series, from high beginning through low advanced, that integrates life
skill topics, language functions, and grammar. Student books have full color illustrations and
photos. There are a variety of materials available for each level.

Foundations of Language Learning and Teaching
Practical Techniques for Language Teaching
Michael Lewis and Jimmie Hill

Language Teaching Publications

ISBN 0-906717-55-8

Resources for teaching Pronunciation

Pronunciation Contrasts in English

Don L.F. Nilsen and Alleen Pace Nilsen

Waveland Press, Inc.

ISBN-13: 978-1577666417

The focus is on individual sounds and minimal pair contrasts.

Clear Speech From the Start

Judy Gilbert

Cambridge University Press

This is designed for beginner students to help master crucial elements of English pronunciation
and comprehension. Audio CD available.

Student Book ISBN-13: 978-052161905

Teacher Book ISBN-13: 978-0521637350

Clear Speech, 3rd Edition

Judy Gilbert

Cambridge University Press

This is designed for intermediate to high-intermediate students.
Student Book ISBN-13: 978-0521543545

Teacher Book ISBN-13: 978-0521543552

Small Talk, More Jazz Chats

Carolyn Graham

Oxford University Press

This set uses music and jazz rhythms to teach rhythm, stress, and intonation.
Book ISBN-13: 978-0194342209

CD ISBN-13: 978-0194386098
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Communication Practice Activities

It's Time to Talk! 101 Pages of Questions for Communication and Fluency
Elisa Doyle

Available from Canadian Resources for ESL

www.eslresources.com

Reproducible pages of discussion/interview questions

ISBN-13: 978-09686858-53

It's Time to Talk Again! 101 More Pages of Questions for Communication and Fluency
Elisa Doyle

Available from Canadian Resources for ESL

www.eslresources.com

Reproducible pages of discussion/interview questions

ISBN-13: 978-09686858-60

Something to Talk About, A Reproducible Conversation Resource for Teachers and Tutors
Kathleen Olson

University of Michigan Press

Reproducible discussion starters and directions, divided into 13 topic areas

ISBN-13: 978-0472087600

Purple Cows and Potato Chips: Multi-Sensory Language Acquisition Activities
Marynn Christison and Sharon Bassano

Alta Book Center

Fifty-six activities, teacher's notes, and reproducible exercise sheets

ISBN-13: 978-1882483310

Look Who's Talking, Strategies for Developing Group Interaction
Marynn Christison and Sharon Bassano

Alta Book Center

Seventy-eight activities and reproducible exercise sheets
ISBN-13: 978-1882483310

The Great Big Bingo Book: Bingo Games for ESL Learners
Nina Ito and Anne Berry

Pro Lingua Associates

Reproducible bingo boards with pictures and vocabulary
ISBN-13: 978-0866471404

The Card Book: Interactive Games and Activities for Language Learners

Abigail H. Tom and Heather McKay

Alta Book Center

Contains 243 reproducible cards on a nine general topics; directions for teaching activities
ISBN-13: 978-1882483792
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101 Illustrated Crossword Puzzles eBook

John F. Chabot

Full Blast Productions

Ten reproducible units, 9 of which are thematic.
ISBN-13:978-1895451115

Fifty Speaking and Listening Activities, 3rd edition

Deb Scott

Canadian Resources for ESL

Beginner to advanced level reproducible activities for children to advanced students.
ISBN-13: 978-1894799140

The Idiom Book

Hal Niergarth with Elizabeth Niergarth

Pro Lingua Associates

High-intermediate to advanced; 1010 idioms in 101 two-page lessons
ISBN-13: 978-0866472593

Oxford Picture Dictionary Classic Classroom Activities
Oxford University Press

Included 168 partner and small-group activities; teacher notes
ISBN-13: 978-019-474023-4

Look Again Pictures for Language Development and Lifeskills

Judy Winn-Bell Olsen

Alta Book Center

Twenty-two reproducible picture pairs containing eight differences each. Teaching suggestions
included.

ISBN-13: 978-1882483709

Pictures for Language Learning

Andrew Wright

Cambridge University Press

Describes over 200 ideas for picture-generated language work with visuals easily available to the
teacher

ISBN-13: 978-0521358002

Action English Pictures: Activities for Total Physical Response

Noriko Takahashi and Maxine Frauman-Prickel

Alta Book Center

Sixty-six reproducible picture sequences with exercises, verb lists, teacher's notes, and
suggestions; not limited to Total Physical Response use

ISBN-13: 9781-882483716
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Real Stories: Real Heroes, Real Animals, Real People

Pat Dyck

Canadian Resources for ESL

Reproducible, comic-book format of 16 stories with exercises; use with high beginners or adapt
for higher-level students

ISBN-13: 978-1894799034

Communicating on Campus: Skills for Academic Speaking

Amy Hemmert and Ged O'Connell

Alta Book Center

Focus on oral communication skills need in the classroom and other places on campus
Student Book ISBN-13: 978-1-882483679

Teacher Guide ISBN-13: 978-1-882483686

Audio CD ISBN-13: 978-1-932383201

Idioms

A Fine Kettle of Fish

Kristin Pedersen

Canadian Resources for ESL

Sixteen themed units with reproducible student materials
ISBN-13: 978-1-894799027

Idioms Delight

John Arena

Academic Therapy Publications

Covers 75 common idioms, six lessons with reproducible activities
ISBN-13: 978-0878798896

The Slangman Guide to Street Speak

David Burke

Slangman Publishing

A three-part course in American slang and idioms; available in eBook, mp3, and audio CD); note
that other topics such as biz speak is also available

Street Speak 1 ISBN-13: 978-1891888083

Street Speak 2 ISBN-13: 978-1891888069

Street Speak 3 ISBN-13: 978-1891888229

Cross-Cultural Communication Resources

The American Ways: An Introduction to American Culture, 3rd edition

Kearny-Datesman, Crandall, and Kearney

Pearson Education ESL

A cultural reader designed to help understand the cultural values of the United States; provides
readings and cross-cultural activities for small group and class discussions.

ISBN-13: 978-0131500860
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American Ways: A Cultural Guide to the United States

Gary Althen and Janet Bennett

Nicholas Brealey Publishing

Designed for non-Americans who want to understand cultural values and customs of US
Americans

ISBN-13: 978-1877864995

Learning About Other Cultures

Reaching the World in Our Own Backyard: A Guide to Building Relationships with People of
Other Faiths and Cultures

Rajendra K. Pillai

WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group

Wonderful basic introduction to cross-cultural ministry and specific dos and don'ts in dealing
with culturally sensitive issues with people from more than 50 countries; also available as an
ebook.

ISBN-13: 9781578566013

Culture Grams

ProQuest LLC

Individual four-page overviews of the culture of over 200 cultures; also available online
Culturegram.stores.yahoo.net

Multicultural Manners: Essential Rules of Etiquette for the 21st Century (Revised Edition)
Norine Dresser

Wiley

Gives readers an understanding of the dos and don'ts of interacting with those from other
cultures.

ISBN-13: 978-0471684282

Books on the Cultures of Individual Countries

Gestures: the Do's and Taboos of Body Language Around the World

Roger E. Axtell

Wiley

Covers the world of gestures and what they mean, how to use them, and when to avoid them.
ISBN: 978-0471183426

Do's and Taboos Around the World, 3rd Edition

Roger E. Axtell, editor

Wiley

Information on protocol, customs, and etiquette around the world
ISBN: 978-0471595281
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A Beginner's Guide to Crossing Cultures: Making Friends in a Multi-cultural World

Patty Lane

InterVarsity Press

Written from a Christian perspective, this book is a wonderful help to understanding different
cultural perspectives with practical suggestions about building relationships across cultures and
dealing with cultural conflict.

ISBN-13: 978-0830823468

Books to Teach Culture

Culturally Speaking, Third Edition

Rhona B. Genzel and Martha Graves Cumming

Heinle ELT

Designed to build useful, comfortable communication skills through exploration of common
experiences

ISBN-13: 978-1424004041

New Ways in Teaching Culture

Alvino Fantini, editor

TESOL Publications

Introduction to teaching culture and activities to use while teaching culture
ISBN-13: 978-0939791705

Bibles and Biblical Material in Basic English

Contemporary English Version of the Bible (CEV), 5.4 reading level
American Bible Society

1865 Broadway

New York, NY 10023-7505

1-800-322-4253

www.bibles.com

The New Life Version Bible - uses only 850 English words
Christian Literature International

22449 S. Penman Rd.

Oregon City, OR 97045
www.christianliteratureinternational.org
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New International Readers Version (NIrV), third grade reading level
Biblica (formerly International Bible Society)

1820 Jet Stream Drive

Colorado Springs, CO 80921

800-524-1588

www.biblicadirect.com

Bibles, Tracts, and Materials in Other Languages

American Bible Society
1865 Broadway

New York, NY 10023-7505
1-800-322-4253
www.bibles.com

Biblica (formerly International Bible Society)
1820 Jet Stream Drive

Colorado Springs, CO 80921

800-524-1588

www.biblicadirect.com

Multi-Language Media
P.O. Box 301

Ephrate, PA 17522
717-738-0582

The Jesus Film Project in more than 690 languages
www.jesusfilm.org

Bible Studies

Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City

P.O. Box 419527

Kansas City, MO 64141

800-931-1900 (order line)

www.nph.com

Basic Bible Studies in Everyday English ISBN-13: 9780834120587

How Christians Grow, ISBN-13: 9780834120594

What Christians Believe, ISBN-13: 9780834120617

The Life of Jesus Christ: The Gospel of Mark, ISBN-13: 9780834120600
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Christian Literature International

22449 S. Penman Rd.

Oregon City, OR 97045
www.christianliteratureinternational.org

Topical Study Outlines, teacher's manual and workbooks

Texts that Use Biblical Material to Teach ESL

English Lessons from the Bible: Book of Mark, Books 1 and 2
North American Mission Board
To order: http://www.nambstore.com

Multi-Language Media

P.O. Box 301

Ephrate, PA 17522

717-738-0582
http://multilanguage.com/esl/ESL.htm

English in Action

The Navigators
Communication Department
P.O. Box 35003

Colorado Springs, CO 80935
800-366-7788
WWW.navpress.com

ESL Resources for Children

Types of General Children's Books that You Can Use with ESL children

Books that illustrate concepts

Use books with limited text and clear illustrations — opposites, shapes prepositions (on, under,
around, through)

Books with illustrations that support and extend meaning

Use picture books with no words, and picture books with bright clear illustrations of the action in

the story.

Books with predictable features
Use books with predictable language and rhyming.

Books that support the academic curriculum
Use simplified, illustrated explanations of academic subject matter.
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Books linked to the child's culture
Use stories about people from the child's culture—in the United States, Canada, and in their own
countries—and folktales from the child's culture.

Structured children's ESL series

Let's Go, 4th edition

Ritsuko Nakata, Karen Frazier, Barbara Hoskins, and Steve Wilkinson and Carolyn Graham
Oxford University Press

Includes student books, teacher guides and other resources

Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977

http://elt.oup.com

Other Resources

The Oxford Picture Dictionary for Kids

Oxford University Press

Presents over 700 words with 60 colorful illustration; shows children and their families in
everyday situations at home, school, around town, and out in the world.

Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977

http://elt.oup.com

ISBN-13: 978-0194349963

The Oxford Picture Dictionary for Kids, Teacher's Book

Oxford University Press

Teaching techniques and strategies for each of the pictures in the dictionary; can be used without
the workbook and reproducible collection that are other components of this resource.

Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977

http://elt.oup.com

ISBN-13: 978-0194349987

Children's Games: Teacher's Resource Book

Maria Toth

Macmillan Education Book Store

Games and activities to help bring fun to young learners of English
Available in pdf and eBook formats
http://www.macmillaneducationbookstore.com

Very Young Learners

Vanessa Reilly and Sheila M. Ward

Oxford University Press

More than 80 activities, games, and songs for working with pre-school children
Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977

http://elt.oup.com

ISBN-13: 978-0-19-437209-1
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Creating Stories with Children

Andrew Wright

Oxford University Press

Contains a variety of ideas for using stories to teach English
Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977
http://elt.oup.com

ISBN-13: 978-0194372046

ESL Teacher's Activities Kit

Elizabeth Claire

Order from the author: http://elizabethclaire.com/store/
ISBN-13: 978-0130804785

Games for Children

Gordon Lewis and Gunther Bedson

Oxford University Press

This book shows how to use games in the classroom to strengthen language learning.
Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977

http://elt.oup.com

ISBN-13: 978-0194372244

Out of Your Chairs! 40 Active Games for ESL

Dani MacArthur and Thane Ladner

Available from Canadian Resources for ESL

Reproducible activities that help students experience language learning kinesthetically.

www.eslresources.com
ISBN-13: 978-1896039015

Jazz Chants for Children: Teacher's Edition

Oxford University Press

Songs, chants, and poems to teach basic language structure; contains reduced copy of student
book pages and teaching suggestions

Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977

http://elt.oup.com

ISBN: 978-0195024975

Jazz Chants for Children

Oxford University Press

Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977
http://elt.oup.com

ISBN: 978-0195024968
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Let's Chant, Let's Sing by Carolyn Graham

Oxford University Press

Each song or chant is based on a frequently used language function or grammar structure;
student book includes additional teaching suggestions; six levels available

Order: (800) 542-2442 or (919) 677-0977

http://elt.oup.com

Publishers of ESL Materials
Clearinghouse for multiple publishers

Delta Publishing Company
1400 Miller Parkway
McHenry, IL 60050-7030
1-800-323-8270
www.deltapublishing.com

Alta Book Center Publishers
P.O. Box 1736

Provo, UT 84603

1-800 ALTA-ESL
www.altaesl.com

Individual publishers

Pearson ELT

Longman, Prentice Hall Regents, Scott Foresman ESL, Addison Wesley
Order Department

200 Old Tappan Road

Old Tappan, NJ 07675

201-767-5021

wwwpearsonelt.com

Cambridge University Press
Order Fullfillment

32 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10013-2473
212-337-5000
www.cambridge.org
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TESOL (Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) Publications

1925 Ballenger Ave., Suite 550
Alexandria, VA 22314-6820
Toll Free: 888-891-0041
www.tesol.org

Oxford University Press
Order Department

2001 Evans Road

Cary, NC 27513
800-451-7556
WWW.oup.com

University of Michigan Press
839 Green Street

Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1104
877-364-2942
www.press.umich.edu/esl

Heinle & Heinle

ITP Distribution Center
Cengage Learning

10650 Toebben Dr.
Independence, KY 41051
1-800-487-8488
www.heinle.com/esl d

Nicholas Brealey Publishing
20 Park Plaza, Suite 610
Boston, MA 02216
617-523-3801
www.nicholasbrealey.com

Pro Lingua Associates

P.O. Box 1348

Brattleboro, VT 05302-1348
800-366-4775

www.prolinguassociates.com

Sky Oaks Productions, Inc.
P.O. box 1102

Los Gatos, CA 95031
408-395-7600
www.tpr-world.com
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New Readers Press

104 Marcellus St.
Syracuse, NY 13204
800-449-8878
www.newreaderspress.com

Center for Applied Linguistics
4646 40th St. NW
Washington, DC 20016-1859
202-362-0700

www.cal.org
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Practical items to take

1. White garbage bags

2. 2-gallon Zip-lock® bags

3. 10 medium-weight sheet protectors

4. 1 large roll of 1-2” wide painters tape

5. 1 pack of 100 3x5 white index cards

6. 1 pack of 100 3x5 multi-colored index cards

7. Several sheets of different colored construction paper.
8. 1 pack of 4 different color dry erase markers

9. 1 pack of 4 different color overhead transparency markers (i.e. vis-a-vs)
10. 1 box of dustless chalk/eraser

11. A map of your state

12. Large folding US map

13. Pictures of your family, home, church

14. 1 pair of scissors
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Some Questions to ask before you go to Teach English Overseas

1. Who will we be teaching?
Children — what age
Youth
Adults
English teachers

2. What language level will the students be?
Zero
Beginners
Intermediate/advanced

3. What size class will we be teaching?
10, 20, 45

4. How long will we be teaching?
1 hour a day
4 hours a day
6 hours a day

5. Will we be teaching the same group each day?
Will we be teaching different groups each day?

6. Where will we be teaching?
Everyone in the same location/city
School
Community building
Under a tree

7.  What resources will be available?
Chalk/white boards
Electrical outlets (what form?)
Overhead projectors
Audio/video resources
Copiers

8.  What will we be teaching?

Is there a set curriculum?
Are we creating our own lessons?
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EFL Lesson Plan Date used

Pray for your students

Name of book, lesson title and/or number, pages

Lesson objective

Visual or teaching aids needed

Greeting, Scripture, and Prayer
(Approximately 5 minutes)

Introduce new vocabulary: list 8-12 new words. (Approximately 15 minutes)
Use warm-up activity, visuals, mime, Total Physical Response, repetition, and dictation.

Sentences using new vocabulary: list sentences and questions. (Approximately 15 minutes)
Use repetition, substitution, and question and answer exercises.
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Additional Pronunciation Practice: list activities or resource name and page.
(Approximately 5 minutes for beginner; 10 minutes intermediate/advanced)

Communication Practice Activities: list each individual activity.
(Approximately 40 minutes)

Review new words, homework assignment, and prayer
(Approximately 5 minutes)
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Notes






